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WACOM  
President’s Message  

April 2013 
  It is time to do some planning: 

 

Planning to go to Dayton, 

 

Yes I know….we’re all busy and who is going to cut the grass? Feed the chickens?? There are 

many hams who have put it off, or just put it on their bucket list. If you are a new ham, Dayton 

Hamvention, with it's immense parking lot full of treasures will amaze you! Then after cruising 

the row upon rows for hours, you'll take a break by going inside and seeing all the commercial 

exhibitors. If it's a new radio thing, IT IS IN THERE for sale.! If it's an old thingy, it WILL be 

in the parking lot offerings.  

Make plans now to go ..... 
 

After yesterdays reading of our County tome :  The Washington Observer, many things become 

very evident. How about these numbers :64-59-58-71-64-97-66-49-65-66-89. No, not  the LOTTO 

numbers. I do scan the real estate ads.... and then take a glance at the "folks that didn't finish 

their bucket list; the Obits. 

Maybe it's a thing when you get over 68 years old...that your time to do stuff IS NOW. Those 

numbers remind us that we are only here for a while. 
 

Huge Boy Scout opportunity! WACOM will be participating at the Boy Scout Search & Rescue 

Event at Washington Park starting on 3-4 May 13, also Don KB3YLR is organizing a number of 

us to become Radio Badge Councilors.  The Pittsburgh Marathon is on 5 May 13  - they need 

amateur radio help as well! 
 

Other stuff coming up: WACOM Field Day.... guaranteed more fun then last year! Next Month's 

WACOM meeting presentation will be on FD, and Ken will be recruiting operators, the set-up 

crew, power safety, and all the other  opportunities (see sign up sheet in this newsletter!) 
  

Start making your shopping list for Dayton for your new antenna farm! 
 

Special Thanks to Carol Danko for her kind words at the WASHfest, indicating that she enjoys 

reading  the President's Message. 

 

Lots going on! 

 

Bill/3 

 

Bill—NY9H 
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Officers 
 
President: Bill Steffey, NY9H 

ny9h@arrl.net 

Vice President: Donald Smith, KB3YLR 

kb3ylr@arrl.net  

Secretary:  John Quigg, N3GHR 

jjquigg@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Norma Plants, N3YJJ 

njplants@yahoo.com 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Director: Adam Quigg, NZ3S 

kb3omh@comcast.net   

Director: Jim Burtoft, KC3HW 

jburtoft@verizon.net 

Director: Bud Plants, N3TIR 

bud@bnelectronics.com 

Webmaster:  

Joe Caldwell, N3XE 

joecaldwell.jc@gmail.com 

The WACOM Ham Editor:  

Ken Frankenbery, AA3GM 

ktfrank2@verizon.net 

Repeaters 
W3CYO - 145.490 MHz, 443.300 MHz  

K3PSP - 146.790 MHz 

 
2 Meter Net 
- Tuesdays at 8:30PM on K3PSP 
Repeater 

 
10-meter net 
- Tuesdays at 9PM on 28.340 MHz 

 
YL Net 
- Wednesdays at 7:30PM on 
K3PSP Repeater 

 
Elmer Net 
- Wednesdays at 8PM on K3PSP 
Repeater 
(immediately following the WA-
COM YL Net) 
 

LOCAL TRAFFIC NETS 
 

<+><+><+><+><+><+><+><+> 
 

SWPA 2-Meter Daily Net 146.880  
8:00 p.m. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 

HF WPA Phone Daily Net 3.983  6:00 

p.m. 
 

 

WACOM OFFICERS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

STAFF, REPEATERS, AND NETS! 

mailto:ny9h@arrl.net
mailto:kb3ylr@arrl.net
mailto:jjquigg@comcast.net
mailto:njplants@yahoo.com
mailto:kb3omh@comcast.net
mailto:jburtoft@verizon.net
mailto:bud@bnelectronics.com
mailto:joecaldwell.jc@gmail.com
mailto:ny9h@arrl.net
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   WACOM General Meeting Minutes 

7 March 2013, 7:30 PM 

 

 

 

Next WACOM meeting 4 April 2013, 7:30 PM! 

FEATURING... All about Amplifiers 

and 

PLANNING FOR FIELD DAY! 

Present: Bill S (NY9H), Bud (N3TIR), Norma (N3YJJ), Sam (W3CYO), Dave D
(N3IDH), Paul (W3PLP), Frank (KB3AAG), Jim B (KC3HW),Kevin(KN4AA), 
Sally (KK4YL), Adam (N3ZS), Patty (N3XAR), Joe (N3XE), Don (KB3YLR), 
Karen (KB3ZJW), Ken (AA3GM), Woody. 
 
 Bill called the meeting to order at 19:35 PM  
  
Reports 

Minutes – Kevin moved to approve minutes as appeared in the newsletter, Dave sec-

onded, motion accepted              

Treasurer – Norma gave treasurer’s report; Karen moved to accept treasurer’s report, 

Kevin seconded, motion carried 

Presentations: 

Pittsburgh marathon - Jeff  explained how Hams participate in the Pittsburgh marathon 

and asked for volunteers to help with this year’s event 

Boy Scouts – Kevin and Keith asked for volunteers for the Boy Scouts search and res-

cue event at the Washington county fairgrounds May 3,4,5 

Old Business 

Radio room – doors coming soon; more work to do: wall, lights, toilet            

Nets – Bud is running 10 meter; Dave says more people calling in on Echolink on 2 

meter net 

New Business 

Bud said someone is willing to come down and lead a NBEMS class 

There being no further business, Sam moved to adjourn, Dave 2nd, meeting adjourned 

at 20:03 
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2013 WACOM Upcoming Events Calendar 
Meetings, Contests & Other Significant Club Events (Subject to Change) 

____________________________________________________ 

4 April 2013, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 

 

6-7 April 2013, QRP ARCI Spring QSO Party, http://www.qrparci.org 

 

28 April 2013, Two Rivers Hamfest (McKeesport, PA), http://www.trarc.net 

  

2 May 2013, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 

 

3-4 May 13, Boy Scouts Search & Rescue Event, Washington Park 

 

5 May 2013, Pittsburgh Marathon & Half-Marathon  (Need Comm Support from hams) 

 

17-19 May 2013, Dayton Hamvention!  http://www.hamvention.org 

 

25-26 May 2013, CQ WPX Contest –CW, http://www.cqwpx.com 

 

1 Jun 2013, The Run for Alex (Need Comm. support from hams), fromalexwithlove.org 

 

2 June 2013, Breezeshooter’s Hamfest http://www.breezeshooters.org/ 

 

6 June 2013, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 

 

8 June 2013, ARRL June VHF Contest http://www.arrl.org 

 
 

22-23 June 2013, ARRL Field Day http://www.arrl.org 
 

 

11 July 2013, WACOM Meeting at 7:30PM, Washington County Building 

 

 

13-14 July 2013, IARU World Championship http://www.iaru.org 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.trarc.net
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WACOM HAM DX Corner—APRIL 2013  
COURTESY: http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html 

 

2013 Apr01 2013 Apr12 Singapore 9V1 
G0RCI Di-

rect 
425DXN 
20130323 

By G0RCI as 9V1/G0RCI; spare time operation; perhaps also 
using 9M2/G0RCI fm Malaysia 

2013 Apr01 2013 Apr13 South E51DXX AG1LE DXW.Net By AG1LE fm Rarotonga I (OC-013, BG08cr);  

2013 Apr03 2013 Apr09 Virgin Is KP2 LotW 
JP1IOF 

20130122 
By JE2EHP as K1HP/KP2, JF1BVG as KP2/JF1BVG, JP1IOF 
as WH7P/KP2; all bands; all modes; QSL also OK via home_call, 

2013 Apr03 2013 Apr11 Micronesia V63XG LotW 
OPDX 

20130107 

By JA1XGI fm Pohnpei I (OC-010, QJ96cx); 160-6m, focus on 
30 17 12m; mainly CW, also SSB RTTY JT65; QSL also OK via 
JA1XGI direct 

2013 Apr04 2013 Apr16 Seychelles S79VJG G4DFI 
G0VJG 

20121231 

By G0VJG fm AF-024; 80-10m, 40m below 7.100 MHz (QSX up 
200 for NA); SSB; amplifier; verticals on beach; QSL also OK via 
RSGB Buro 

2013 Apr04 2013 Apr18 Corsica TK See Info 
VP9KF 

20121027 

By G4BKI as TK/G4BKI; tentative operation, on and off during 
this period; QSL direct: Paul Evans, 6809 River Road, Tampa, FL 
33615, USA 

2013 Apr04 2013 Apr18 Samoa 5W0M DL4SVA 
DXW.Net 
20121118 

By DL team fm OC-097 (AH36tn); 80-6m, incl 60m + 2m EME; 
CW SSB RTTY; QSL OK via DARC Buro or direct 

2013 Apr05 2013 Apr16 St Lucia J6 LotW 
N7QT 

20130211 
By N7QT as J6/N7QT fm Babonneau and mountain top loca-
tions; 80-10m; CW SSB RTTY PSK; QSL also OK via N7QT, 

2013 Apr06 2013 Apr12 Belize V31 IT9EJW 425DXN 
By XE1AY as V31NV, XE2AA as V32EE, plus V31HU fm 
South Water Cay (NA-180); HF + 6m 

2013 Apr06 2013 Apr13 Barbados 8P9HI VA3QSL VA3RJ 
By VA3QSL fm Bayfield, St Philip Parish (NA-021, WLOTA 
0999, GK03ge); HF; QSL OK via VE Buro or direct (w/ 2 USD) 

2013 Apr06 2013 Apr29 Reunion FR F5MNW DXW.Net 
By F5MNW as FS/F5MNW fm AF-016 (DIFO FR-001, 
WLOTA 1812, WWFF FFF-011); HF; CW 

2013 Apr07 2013 May08 Tanzania 5H3MB IK2GZU DXW.Net By IK2GZU fm Ilembula; HF; spare time operation 

2013 Apr08 2013 Apr20 Bonaire PJ4 SP9FIH 
SP9FIH 

20130212 
By SP9FIH as PJ4/SP9FIH and SP6AXW as PJ4/SP6AXW fm 
SA-006 (WLOTA L1279, FK52tf); 160-6m; SSB RTTY CW 

2013 Apr10 2013 Apr15 Lord VK9LT W6NV Di- DXW.Net By W6NV 

2013 Apr15 2013 Apr20 Micronesia V63 Home Call JA7HMZ 
By JA7HMZ as V63DX and JA7GYP as V63T fm Pohnpei I 
(OC-010) 

2013 Apr20 2013 Apr28 Tanzania 5H1DX DF8DX VA3RJ By DF8DX; also fm Pemba I (AF-063, WLOTA  

2013 Apr22 2013 May04 Ogasawara JD1BMH 
JD1BMH 

Buro 
JG7PSJ 

20130308 
By JG7PSJ fm Chichijima I (AS-031); 40-10m, perhaps 80m; CW 
SSB RTTY; QSL also OK via JG7PSJ direct 

2013 Apr23 2013 Apr30 Maldives 8Q7KP LotW 
DXW.Net 
20130310 

By VU2PAI W4VKU fm Bodufinolhu (AS-013); HF9V, 2 ele 
SteppIR; OQRS to be available 

2013 Apr25 2013 May08 Tokelau ZK3N DL2AWG 
DXW.Net 
20121125 

By DL6JGN DL2AWG fm Nukunonu Atoll (OC-048); 80-10m; 
CW SSB RTTY 

2013 Apr27 2013 May04 Tunisia TS8IT IK2DUW IK7JWX By IK7JWX IK2DUW IW2NLC IS0AGY IK2PGM I8LWL 

2013 Apr28 2013 May04 Ogasawara JD1BLY JI5RPT JI5RPT 
By JI5RPT fm Chichijima I (AS-031); 40-10m + satellite; CW SSB 
+ digital 

2013 Apr28 2013 May05 Ogasawara JD1 LotW 
JP1IOF 

20130122 
By JE2EHP JF1BVG JP1IOF as JD1BLC and JD1YBT fm 
Chichijima I; 160-6m; all modes; QSL via JP1IOF, Buro or direct 

2013 Apr29 2013 May05 Micronesia 
V63 

 
Home Call 

JH3QFL 
20130324 

By JH3QFL as V6H and JH3AZC as V6S fm Pohnpei I (OC-
010); 80-6m; SSB CW RTTY JT65 

2013 Apr29 2013 May06 Tunisia TS8TI IK2DUW 
425DXN 
20130216 

By I8LWL IK2DUW IK6JRI IK8GQY IK8TEM IS0AGY 
IW2NLC KF5EYY 3V8ESG 3V8SA 3V8SF 3V8ST fm Djerba I 
(AF-083) 

http://www.425DXN.org
http://dx-world.net/
http://island.geocities.jp/v63xg/index.htm
http://www.papays.com/opdx.html
http://vp9kf.com/
http://5w0m.hkmann.de/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.425DXN.org
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.buffoli-pm.it/5h/Tanzania%202011.htm
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.pj4-dxpedition.com/
http://dx-world.net/
http://sapphire.es.tohoku.ac.jp/jd1bmh/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.tokelau2013.de/
http://dx-world.net/
http://www.ji5rpt.com/jd1/
http://www.mdxc.org/ts8ti/
http://www.425DXN.org
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Want to show off  your shack, 

antennas, and/or projects? 

E-mail photos and descrip-

tions to Ken—AA3GM 

Update on the WACOM Club Shack 

One of  the now four station desks at the new WA3COM Club Shack 

New paint job and station desk 
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Thanks in part to a do-it-yourself movement, 
amateur radio is experiencing a revival. 

By David Sumner—K1ZZ 

When amateurs began experimenting with radio more 

than a century ago, they had no choice but to build 

everything they needed. Some went on to become suc-

cessful entrepreneurs, selling their creations to fellow 

hobbyists who were more interested in operating ra-

dios than in constructing them. Others built their own 

receivers and transmitters either from economic ne-

cessity or for the fun and satisfaction of being able to 

say, "I did it myself." 

After World War II, the market was flooded with sur-

plus electronic components that could be bought in 

bulk for less than the cost of manufacture. The Heath 

Company parlayed these riches into a successful busi-

ness by designing kits that could be built at home by 

anyone with simple tools and a soldering iron. 

Step-by-step instructions virtually eliminated the risk 

of failure. No one embraced Heathkits more enthusi-

astically than the amateur-radio community. At the 

time, electronic manufacturing still involved point-to-

point wiring and was very labor intensive, so hams 

could buy a kit for less than the cost of an equivalent 

factory-assembled unit and — as a bonus — experi-

ence the joy of putting it together. Other companies 

also offered kits, but Heathkit is virtually synonymous 

with the era. 

The advent of solid-state devices, printed circuit 

boards, and automatic parts insertion removed the 

price advantage that kits enjoyed. By the time the 

Heath Company closed its doors in 1992, most ama-

teur-radio equipment was being manufactured in Ja-

pan. 

But Heathkit's demise did not spell the end of home 

construction in amateur radio. Anyone who has ever 

made a two-way radio contact with simple equipment 

they built on their own workbench or kitchen table 

will tell you that it's a thrilling experience. One of the 

many thriving subcultures in 

amateur radio is the QRP com-

munity, named for the interna-

tional Morse code signal for 

"decrease power." QRPers pride 

themselves on being able to 

communicate all over the world with less than 5 watts 

of transmitter power, often with homemade gear. 

Their clever equipment designs — offered as kits by 

clubs and small businesses — have led to a renais-

sance in kit building. There are so many kits available 

from so many suppliers that, if you set out to build 

them all, you would never finish! 

Today, the fruits of a kit-builder's labors can be 

slipped into a backpack, along with a battery and a roll 

of wire for a day of hiking, with space left over for 

lunch. At a nice spot along the trail, one end of the 

wire gets tossed into a tree and the other is connected 

to the radio for a couple of hours of surfing the iono-

sphere in search of contacts with other hams near and 

far. You might (or might not, depending on where you 

are) be able to get a signal on your smartphone, but it 

is truly liberating to be able to communicate using 

equipment you've built yourself — using just the natu-

ral phenomenon of radio-wave propagation and with-

out a trillion dollars' worth of telecommunications in-

frastructure. 

Radio amateurs don't develop radio-communication 

skills and capabilities just for ourselves. We want to 

be of service to our communities and country. Public 

service and emergency preparedness are important 

ways to give back for the privilege of accessing the 

radio spectrum. The more we know, the more capa-

bilities we develop by doing it ourselves, the more 

valuable we can be when we're needed. And we will 

be needed. Society relies ever more heavily on a frag-

ile telecommunications infrastructure that is suscepti-

ble to overload and outright failure. We can't substi-

tute for all that infrastructure. But we can communi-

cate, no matter what. 

David Sumner is the CEO of ARRL — the national 

association for amateur radio. 

Amateur Radio Experiences DIY Renaissance 
Courtesy, Urgent Communications, Feb. 28, 2013  

Dave—K1ZZ 

http://www.arrl.org/
http://urgentcomm.com/blogger/urgent-communications-contributor
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 As most of  you already know, I enjoy re-

storing and bringing back to life old radios 

from the 1920’s through the 1970’s.  I now 

have 53 radios in my collection and I can 

be found scrounging around for old non-

working (cheap) radios, bulk tubes, crys-

tals, and other parts.  Over the last couple 

of  years I have submitted several radio 

projects that I have completed in my 

home in Custer, SD. I thought that I 

would share (declassify) with you my fa-

vorite (top-secret) parts and restoration 

sources.   

Before restoring an old radio there are 

a few important tips to keep in mind: 

1. Be safe! Tube radios can kill with le-

thal voltages. Some radios of  poor 

design may require modifications to 

make them safer by adding fuses, 

power switch location, safety capaci-

tors, new isolation washers,  3-prong 

grounded cord, etc.  Always use and 

isolation transformer when working 

on live AC/DC radios or you may 

not live to see another day!  

2. Clean all terminals, switches, con-

trols, air capacitors, air coils, relay 

contacts, and tube sockets. 

3. Check all tubes and replace ALL 

electrolytic, paper, molded, Mylar, 

buffer, and AC bypass capacitors 

with new ones. These types of  ca-

pacitors break down with age, so al-

ways replace them 

all. Always buy 

NEW capacitors!!! 

Buying NOS (new 

old stock) capacitors 

that may be 20 years 

old are not new! You are just adding 

a future problem to your unit.  

4. AC bypass capacitors should only be 

replaced with X1 or Y2 safety ca-

pacitors.  In most circuits they are 

located between the AC line and the 

transformer or they are the 1st ca-

pacitors on the AC line on AC/DC 

radios like the Hallicrafters S-38.  If  

an old paper AC bypass capacitor 

shorts out, it will energize the case 

with line voltage and can be fatal. 

Safety caps are designed to burn 

open if  they fail (they do not short) 

and keep AC off  the case during a 

failure.  X1 caps are only for across 

the line configurations and Y2 caps 

are for line to ground configura-

tions. 

5. Have the manual or schematic, align-

ment instructions, proper tools, 

chemicals, and instruments for final 

alignment and testing of  the unit.  

 

 

Dave—KD3RZ  

KD3RZ’s Favorite Tube Radio Parts Sources 

By: David Frankenbery (KD3RZ) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Elektronenroehren-auswahl.jpg
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With all this being said it is now time to re-

veal my favorite sources: 

Hayseed Hamfest:  This is one of  my favorite 

sources for twist mount can capacitors.  This 

site carries popular in-stock can capacitors for 

many common tube receivers, transmitter, and 

transceiver for quick shipment. . If  you do not 

see your radio listed, Tom can custom make 

ANY can capacitor for any radio, TV, stereo, or 

test equipment. He will need to know how 

many stages, values, height, width, number of  

mounting tabs, and if  it is on a steel or insulated 

wafer. He only charges $28.00-$40.00 to build a 

can cap depending on the number of  stages. 

Turnaround is about 3 weeks for custom caps. 

He also offers multi-stage tubular, plug in, stud, 

and clamp mount capacitors.  

http://hayseedhamfest.com 

Just Radios: This Company is located in Can-

ada and is the best source for tube radio capaci-

tors and resistors.  The one thing I like about 

this site is that he carries all of  the Pre and post 

WWII value capacitors.  Today electrolytic caps 

are in values 22, 33, 100, 220, 330 uf, etc. At this 

site you can buy, 2, 4, 8, 20, 30, 50, 60, 80, 150, 

250, 500, etc. For replacing paper and molded 

caps, you can also buy early values with new 

630v poly and Mylar capacitors. This is also my 

main source of  AC safety capacitors which 

every ham should have some of  these when re-

storing old radios. 

http://www.justradios.com 

Antique Electronic Supply: This is a well-

known site and is my first choice for new tubes 

and tube accessories. They are more geared to-

ward restoring AM radios and audio amplifiers, 

but carry many items, parts, capacitors, and 

books useful to hams!  

http://www.tubesandmore.com 
 

Old Heathkit Parts: This is a good source of  

Heathkit belts, HW-101 parts, flat dials, rotary 

dials, and a few other accessories. They carry 

only specialty items and parts related to Heath-

kit.  

http://www.ultrawebb.com/OHP 
 

EBay and Hamfests: You can find just about 

anything at these two locations, but use caution 

when buying, especially on EBay!!  Many people 

that sell on EBay are NOT licensed operators 

and many times do not know anything about 

what they are selling.  

Some examples are: 

“It lights up!”  Which means; “The dial light 

works, but they most likely blew the ca-

pacitors when they plugged it in after 40 

years!” Probably a smoker! 
 

“I have no way to test it.” Which means; 

“He’s dead Jim!!” 
 

“As is, NO RETURNS!”  Which also means; 

“He’s dead Jim!!” 
 

Again, use your best judgment on EBay when 

buying used radios and parts from unknown 

sources!  
 

I hope you find this information useful and I 

wish you luck. You can view most of  my radio 

rebuilds on my Facebook 

page or occasionally in the 

WACOM newsletter!  

73 everyone!  

Dave—KD3RZ 

 

KD3RZ’s Favorite Tube Radio Parts Sources (Con’t) 

http://hayseedhamfest.com
http://www.justradios.com
http://www.tubesandmore.com
http://www.ultrawebb.com/OHP
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-N3k2Lm-hY8c/UCCZudL01VI/AAAAAAAAAAg/E_i4xLImUiM/s1600/vacuum-tube.jpg&imgrefurl=http://shahmin000.blogspot.com/2012_08_01_archive.html&h=380&w=285&sz=20&tbnid=QhcujfJLKD637M:&tbnh=90&tbnw=68&p
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What you See is What you Get…  by Bill Steffey NY9H/3 

Over the years I have enjoyed buying  stuff from EBAY. with over 150 transactions, only once was I sold 

something that did not work as described. I would imagine that many other have not been as fortunate 

or lucky. Pictures are worth a thousand words. They frequently tell more truth than the copy on an ebay 

description.  

Here are two pictures  of two different Yaesu  FT101 radios. I had one of these back in the seventies so I 

like to see what prices they still draw. One of these radios was described as "UNTESTED" the other 

was described as working fine.  Whenever I see untested, I check out the other stuff the guy is selling.  If 

there is other ham radio equipment, and he says "untested" that raises a big flag, as not credible. 

    While the angle of the shots is slightly different , there is a very apparent difference: can you see it ?? 

   In the left picture, notice the bottom left corner, which is completely filled with the power transformer & multi-

ple connections  for this 200 watt tube  transceiver. The picture on the right has a mostly empty compartment 

where the big power transformer is supposed to be. It appears like a 24 volt radio shack transformer was placed in 

there. It might have been set up after a transformer failure, with a small transformer which would run the receiver 

only .....   somebody did more than  NOT TEST  this radio.  This was on Ebay in March of 2013. 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the top side, notice the size of the transformer and how it completely occupies the compartment. 
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2013 was due to be year of  the 'solar maximum' 

As this picture shows, in fact the sun is incredibly calm - baffling experts 

By Mark Prigg  Courtesy: Mail Online  PUBLISHED: 11:54 EST, 8 March 2013      

 'Something unexpected' is happening on the Sun, NASA has warned.  

This year was supposed to be the year 

of 'solar maximum,' the peak of the 

11-year sunspot cycle.  

But as this image reveals, solar activity 

is relatively low.  

'Sunspot numbers are well below their 

values from 2011, and strong solar 

flares have been infrequent,' the space 

agency says. 

The image above shows the Earth-

facing surface of the Sun on February 

28, 2013, as observed by the Helioseismic and Magnetic Imager (HMI) on 

NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory. 

It observed just a few small sunspots on an otherwise clean face, which is 

usually riddled with many spots during peak solar activity. 

Experts have been baffled by the apparent lack of activity - with many won-

dering if NASA simply got it wrong. 

However, Solar physicist Dean Pesnell of NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center believes he has a different expla-

nation. 

'This is solar maximum,' he says.  

'But it looks different from what we expected because it is 

double-peaked.' 

'The last two solar maxima, around 1989 and 2001, had 

not one but two peaks.'  

Solar activity went up, dipped, then rose again, performing 

a mini-cycle that lasted about two years, he said 

The same thing could be happening now, as sunspot 

counts jumped in 2011 and dipped in 2012, he believes. 

Pesnell expects them to rebound in 2013: 'I am comfort-

able in saying that another peak will happen in 2013 and 

possibly last into 2014.' 

He spotted a similarity between Solar Cycle 24 and Solar 

Cycle 14, which had a double-peak during the first decade 

of the 20th century.  

If the two cycles are twins, 'it would mean one peak in 

late 2013 and another in 2015'. 

THE SOLAR CYCLE 

Conventional wisdom holds that solar 

activity swings back and forth like a 

simple pendulum.  

At one end of the cycle, there is a 

quiet time with few sunspots and 

flares.  

At the other end, solar max brings 

high sunspot numbers and frequent 

solar storms.  

It’s a regular rhythm that repeats 

every 11 years. 

Reality is more complicated.  

Astronomers have been counting sun-

spots for centuries, and they have 

seen that the solar cycle is not per-

fectly regular. 

The Calm Before the Solar Storm?                                             
NASA Warns 'Something Unexpected is Happening to the Sun'  

Feeling a wee bit small, eh? [Ed] 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Mark+Prigg
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The Cayman Islands were first logged as sighted by Christopher Columbus on 10 
May 1503 during his fourth and final voyage to the New World. The first recorded 
English visitor to the islands was Sir Francis Drake in 1586. He subsequently named 
the islands "Cayman" after caiman, a Neo-Taino word for "alligator".  England took 
formal control of the Cayman Islands, along with Jamaica, as a result of the Treaty 
of Madrid of 1670. Following several unsuccessful attempts at settlement, a perma-
nent English-speaking population in the islands dates from the 1730s. With settlement, after the first royal land 
grant proscribed by the Governor of Jamaica in 1734, came the perceived need for slaves.  Many were brought to 
the islands from Africa; this is evident today with the majority of native Caymanians being of African and English 
descent.  Slavery was abolished in the Cayman Islands in 1834.  The islands continued to be governed as part of 
the Colony of Jamaica until 1962, when they became a separate Crown colony while Jamaica became an independ-
ent Commonwealth realm. 

The Cayman Islands historically have been a tax-exempt destination. With an average income of around 
KYD$47,000, Caymanians have the highest standard of living in the Caribbean. According to the CIA World 
Factbook, the Cayman Islands GDP per capita is the 14th highest in the world.  The government's primary source 
of income is indirect taxation: there is no income tax, capital gains tax, or corporation tax. An import duty of 5% 
to 22% (automobiles 29.5% to 100%) is levied against goods imported into the islands. Few goods are exempt; 
notable exemptions include books, cameras, and infant formula The government of the Cayman Islands has al-
ways relied on indirect and not direct taxes. The islands have never levied income tax, capital gains tax, or any 
wealth tax, making them a popular tax haven.  Tourism is another large factor of the economy. 

The Cayman Islands are located in the western Caribbean Sea and are the peaks of a massive underwater ridge, 
known as the Cayman Ridge (or Cayman Rise). This ridge flanks the Cayman Trough, 20,000 ft deep which lies 
3.7 miles to the south. The islands lie in the northwest of the Caribbean Sea, south of Cuba and west of Jamaica. 
They are situated about 430 miles south of Miami, 227 miles south of Cuba, and about 310 miles northwest of 
Jamaica. The islands have a tropical marine climate, with a wet season of warm, rainy summers (May to October) 
and a dry season of relatively cool winters (November to April).  A major natural hazard is the tropical cyclones 
that form during the Atlantic hurricane season from June to November. 

The Cayman Islands have more registered businesses than people. The latest population estimate of the Cayman 
Islands is about 56,000 as of mid-2011, representing a mix of more than 100 nationalities. Out of that number, 
about half are of Caymanian descent. About 60% of the population is of mixed race (mostly mixed African-

Caucasian). The islands are almost exclusively Christian, with 
large numbers of Presbyterians and Catholics. The vast ma-
jority of the population resides on Grand Cayman, followed 
by Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, respectively.  The popu-
lation is projected to rise to 60,000 by 2020. 

The capital of the Cayman Islands is George Town, which is 
located on the southwest coast of Grand Cayman.  The  
DXCC prefix for the Islands is ‘ZF2’ 

SOURCE: WIKIPEDIA 

ZF2—THE CAYMAN ISLANDS! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Francis_Drake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caiman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neo-Taino_nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_overseas_possessions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Madrid_(1670)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Madrid_(1670)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_Jamaica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colony_of_Jamaica_(1655%E2%80%931962)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_colony
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_realm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CIA_World_Factbook
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CIA_World_Factbook
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indirect_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Income_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_gains_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporation_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Import_duty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infant_formula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Income_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_gains_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wealth_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tax_haven
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cayman_Trough
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami,_Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_marine_climate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wet_season
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dry_season
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_hazard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_cyclone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_hurricane_season
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Cayman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cayman_Brac
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Cayman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Town,_Cayman_Islands
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Flag_of_the_Cayman_Islands.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a3/Cayman_Islands_Map.svg
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How to Acquire an Amateur Radio License for the Cayman Islands: 

Intro: If you have a foreign ham license, you can get a license in Cayman Islands.  

 
The Information & Communications Technology Authority (ICTA) 
[P.O.Box 2502] FAO Ms Nikki S Forbes Email:  nikki.forbes at icta.ky   
Alissta Towers - 3rd Floor 
85 N. Sound Way 
George Town, Grand Cayman 
 
Voice telephone: +1 345 946 4282 / +1 345 945 8283 / +1 345 746 9613 
Fax telephone: +§ 345 945 8284 
E-Mail Nikki.Forbes at icta.ky or licensing at icta.ky 
 
CAYMAN ISLANDS: Cayman Amateur Radio Society [CARS]  Address: P.O. Box 1029, Grand Cayman 
E-mail: zf1a at candw.ky     http://cayman.com.ky/pub/radio/index.htm  
 
Paperwork needed: 
See the application form and import licence on the Web (zfa.htm). The following documentation should be sent 
to the above address (ICTA):  

1. Copy of valid amateur license in country of origin. 

2. Copy of passport (or valid driver's license with picture). 

3. Fee in the amount US$ 25.00 made payable to the Cayman Islands Government. (kindly note this needs to 
come in the form of a Bank Draft, Money Order or Certified Cheque, drawn on a US Account.) WE DO NOT 
ACCEPT PERSONAL CHECKS. 

4. If you bring equipment with you, you will need to send an additional US$ 12.20 for the Import Application 
(see appl form zfa.htm). *Please do not use the Import forms that are on the Internet as they are not valid and we 
will not accept them. Licensees will need to contact our office to obtain an original. *NOTE: There is also a 
CI$10.00 fee for the Import application that is due every time equipment is brought to the Island. It will be valid 
for that year for the specified equipment. 

5. If you have a preference for a specific call sign, please indicate this on your application and we will do our best 
to accommodate you. Your Cayman Islands Call Sign will begin with ZF2** (Please choose 2 letters). 

ZF2—THE CAYMAN ISLANDS SOURCE: http://www.qsl.net/oh2mcn/zf.htm 

mailto:(Nikki.Forbes@icta.ky
http://cayman.com.ky/pub/radio/index.htm
mailto:zf1a@candw.ky
http://cayman.com.ky/pub/radio/index.htm
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Dayton Hamvention® 
2013! 

Hara Arena 
 

Dayton, Ohio 
May 17-19 2013 

QRP ARCI, Four-Days-in-May 
May 16-19 2013 

Holiday Inn at Fairborn 

Dayton, Ohio 
 

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS! 

2013 Field Day is June 22-23! 

Tuesday March 19, 

2013 2-Meter Net 15-

check-ins! 

KB3VGW  Net Control 
>  

> ECHOLINK 

> K3PSP, DENNIS 

 

> RADIO 

> KD3RZ, DAVID 

> N3IDH, DAVE 

> KA3KSP, JIM 

> KB3IN, BOB 

> KB3VSP, DAN 

> N3GHR, JON 

> KB3JHR, GENE 

> KA3VOM, FAY 

> KC3HW, TIM 

> N3TIR, BUD 

> N3YJJ, NORMA  
> AA3GM , KEN 

> NY9H, BILL 

Thanks to all for checking in! 
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The Washington Amateur Communications Club will 

be participating in ARRL Field Day as WA3COM on 

22-23 June 2013 at and around the picnic pavilion at the 

South Strabane Fire Hall in Pancake (just outside of  

Washington, PA on US 40).   

All members and non-member amateur radio operators 

are invited and encouraged to attend and participate in 

some way!   

The WACOM Field Day Coordinator and Point-of-Contact is Ken Franken-

bery—AA3GM at ktfrank2@verizon.net. 
 

Please let us know what you are interested in doing at Field Day! 
 

Name/Call: ______________________________ 

Operating: 

Phone _____,   CW_______,  Digital _______, VHF/UHF______, Satellite ______, GOTA______ 

 

Planned Equipment to Bring:  

Radios:__________________________________________________________________ 

Antennas: _______________________________________________________________ 

Laptops:_________________________________________________________________ 

Cables/Connectors/Wire/etc:________________________________________________ 

Other Equipment:_________________________________________________________ 

              _________________________________________________________ 

Setup Support:  ______(Fri night/Sat morn), Teardown Support: ______ (Sun afternoon) 

Food/Drink Support: ________________________________________________________ 

          ________________________________________________________ 

Other Support:           _________________________________________________________ 

          _________________________________________________________ 

         _________________________________________________________ 

         THANK YOU!  Ken—AA3GM 

ARRL FIELD DAY IS COMING! 
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NBEMS CLASS 

Narrow Band Emergency Messaging Software (NBEMS) 

APRIL 20th  2013 

11:00AM  about 3 hours 

Location  --Washington EOC 

Washington County Department of  Public Safety 

 

100 West Beau Street 

Washington, Pa 15301  

 

Please bring a laptop  

Contact Bud Plants N3TIR 

bud@n3tir.com 

Hosted by 

Washington Amateur Communications Inc.    www.wacomarc.org  

Western PA ARES                                          www.wpaares.org 

Washington County Public Safety 

Presented- by Harry Bloomberg  W3YJ 

mailto:bud@n3tir.com
http://www.wacomarc.org
http://www.wpaares.org
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Name: ___________________________________    Address:________________________________________ 

  

City: _________________________                       State: ____                     Zip:_________  

 

Home Phone: ______________________________      Business Phone: ____________________________ 

Other Phone: E•Mail: _____________________________ 

Amateur Call: ________________________        License Class : _________________________ 

Spouse: _____________________________          Spouse Call: __________________________ 

Spouse License Class: ________________________  

In case of emergency, for what bands do you have equipment?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are your favorite amateur activities?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What activities would you like to see WACOM sponsor?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ARRL Member?    Y     N  

Please return completed form and dues to:  

WACOM c/o Norma Plants 236 chambers Ridge Road, West Alexander PA 15376  

E- mail n3yjj@arrl.net  

Dues: Individual $20 per year, Additional Family Members $10 each  

 

 2013 

MEMBER INFORMATION AND DUES RENEWAL FORM  


